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Early childhood is the foundation on which children build the rest of their lives. We value the importance that the Early Years 

Foundation Stage (EYFS) plays in laying secure foundations for future learning and development.  We also view the EYFS as 

preparation for life and not simply preparation for the next stage of education. The Avanti Way underpins all we do, to ensure 

our children have the best possible start on their journey to Educational Excellence, Spiritual Insight and Character Formation. 

 

Aim 

We aim to support all children to become independent and collaborative learners by: 

 Providing a happy, safe, stimulating and challenging programme of learning and development. 

 Providing a broad, balanced and creative curriculum that will set in place firm foundations for further learning and 

development. 

 Fostering independence and self-confidence in all children.  

 Valuing what each child can do, assessing their individual needs and helping each child to progress. 

 Developing strong relationships with parents and carers to build a partnership in supporting their children. We 

know parents are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value the contribution they make.  

 Provide a caring and inclusive learning environment which is sensitive to the requirements of the individual child 

including those who have additional needs.   

 

Curriculum 

The early years curriculum we will offer children is based on the following principles:  
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the levels required at the end of EYFS. Children’s development levels are assessed and as the academic year progresses, the 

balance will shift towards a more equal focus on all areas of learning, as children grow in confidence and ability within the 

three prime areas.   

Literacy development: involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. Within the 

classroom, we encourage this with the use of the writing portion of Read Write Inc and daily stories. The children in the EYFS 

participate in daily phonics sessions, following a nationally recognised programme. In our school we use Read Write Inc. 
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We have clear procedures for assessing risk, which includes procedures for keeping children safe during outings and for many 

aspects of the environment, or provision that may require a further risk assessment. In addition to this, appropriate risk 

assessments are conducted in the Early Years Foundation Stage. (See Annex 1) 
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Annex 

Annex 1 – EYFS RISK ASSESSMENT  
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Why risk assess? 

Across the Early Years environment, we aim to offer a wide range of exciting and engaging learning opportunities 
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Daily Checklist 

 

Indoor Risk Assessment 

Outdoor Risk Assessments: 

 Mud kitchen and digging patch 
 

 Climbing equipment and free standing equipment 
 

 Wheeled toys 
 

 Growing beds/vegetable gardens 
 

 Sand and water 
 

 Bug hotel 
 

 Construction  
 

 Stage 
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Daily Safety Checklist 
 

Item Details Tick or Comment 

OUTDOOR ENVIRONMENT 

1 Gate to front of school is locked  

2 Gates to Nursery area locked  

3 
 

Storage sheds are locked  

4 Check under any covered areas, sweep if necessary  

5 Pick up litter  

6 Check drain holes are clear and covered with grill  
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Benefit Risk Assessment: Indoor Activities   
Prepared by: Date: 

 

 

Activity/Hazard 
 

Benefit 
 

Risks 
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Benefit Risk Assessment: Mud Kitchen and Digging Patch 

Prepared by: Date:  

 

Activity/Hazard 
 

Benefit 
 

Risks 
 

Children’s voice 
 Risk Assessment  

(use Matrix) 
 

Elimination/ Control methods 
 

Who/When 
 

Progress 

L M H E 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
Water 

 
 

 
As above 

 

Stagnant 
water, 
consumption/ 
absorption of 
contaminants 

 
 

�ŽŶ͛ƚ�ĚƌŝŶŬ�ŝƚ͕�ŝƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�
be yucky! 
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Benefit Risk Assessment: Climbing equipment and free standing play equipment 

Prepared by: Date:  
 

 

Activity/Hazard 
 

Benefit 
 

Risks 
 

Children’s voice 
Risk Assessment 

(use Matrix) 
 

Elimination/ Control methods 
 

Who/When 
 

Progress 
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Benefit Risk Assessment: Wheeled Toys 

Prepared by: Date:  
 

Activity/Hazard 
 

Benefit 
 

Risks 
 

Children’s voice 
Risk Assessment 

(use Matrix) 
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Growing own 
food to cook in 
the 
environment 

 

 
Scientific knowledge of 
plants and growth cycles. 
Understanding about 
environmental issues. 
Cooking and tasting a 
variety of home-grown 
foods. 

 
 
 
 

Allergic reaction 
to foods. 

 
 
 

We made this leek and 
potato soup with 
vegetables that we 
grew in our garden. 
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Benefit Risk Assessment: Sand and Water  
 

 

Activity/Hazard 
 

Benefit 
 

Risks 
 

Children’s voice 
Risk Assessment 

(use Matrix) 
 

Elimination/ Control methods 
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Water 

 

 
As above 

 
Water is dirty or 
contaminated 

 
 

The water is dirty.  

   

All water trays to be emptied at the end of 
the session/day and refreshed with clean 
water each day.  If children have 
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of the sting. This is 
not dangerous 
provided that the 
sting site is not on 
the face or in the 
airway that might be 
obstructed by the 
swelling. A few 
people (less than 
0.5% of the U.K. 
population) may 
experience a severe, 
generalised allergic 
reaction known as 
anaphylaxis. The 
bee leaves its 
stinger (with venom 
sac attached) in the 
victim. Because it 
takes a few minutes 
for all the venom to 
be injected, quick 
removal of the 
stinger is important 
and can be done 
with one quick 
scrape of the 
fingernail. 

 
If the insect lands on you, try not to panic. 
Keep calm and be patient. The insect will 
usually fly away after a few seconds 
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Gravel, pebbles, 
woodchip, nuts 
and bolts other 
pieces of natural 
material 

 
Fine and gross 
motor skills are 
developed  
The connection to 
nature 
The opportunity to use 
imagination using 
loose parts 

 

 
Choking 

 
 

These bolts are going 
to fix the aeroplane  

  

  

 

Any children who are likely to explore 
putting things into their mouths are 
identified and given greater supervision in 
this area 
Children encouraged to follow a no 
consumption rule in this area 
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